
Year 5/6 
Autumn Term 2
Britain at War

World War Two



English
Two of our favourite pieces of writing this 
half term have been an informal diary 
entry and a formal letter. We imagined 
that we were evacuees during the second 
World War and that we were writing about 
our experience of travelling to a new 
home. 

For these pieces of writing, we 
were inspired by many classic 
texts including ‘Goodnight Mr 
Tom’, ‘The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe’ and ‘Carrie’s 
War’, which we enjoyed 
reading in our Whole Class 
Read lessons. 



Class Story
We have continued to enjoy 

reading Emma Carroll’s 
‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ 

in our classes this half term. It 
has given us a good 

understanding of evacuation 
during the wars. We have 

spent a lot of time discussing 
what it might have felt like to 
be an evacuee and to travel 
somewhere far from home 

without our families. 



Maths - Y5
This half term, we have 

focused on our 
Multiplication and 

Division skills.

We started by focusing 
on our fluency within 

each written operation 
(column multiplication 

and short division). 

Once we had built our confidence, we enjoyed 
applying this understanding to reasoning and 

problem solving questions. Eventually, we were 
solving multi-step questions that made use of all 

four operations.



Maths - Y6
This half term we have explored everything to do with 

fractions. We can find fractions of amounts, and multiply and 
divide them too. We are experts now at comparing them and 
ordering them and using common denominators to add and 

subtract them.  



Science
We have been very lucky this half term to be visited by 

students from the University of York who ran some exciting 
‘Magnetronics’ sessions for us. These included brand new 

technology that the students had designed to make working 
with circuits even easier for primary school pupils.

We used our prior knowledge of 
circuits and their components to 

create a range of outputs 
including sound, light and 

movement. 



DT
We have thoroughly enjoyed creating some fantastic pop-up books this 

half term! Inspired by Christmas, we have created festive stories and 
artwork to engage younger readers in the school. We used V-Folds, 

Parallel Folds and Sliders, along with many other mechanisms!



RE
We have continued to learn about the 

Islamic faith this half term and have been 
able to apply our excellent knowledge of 

the Five Pillars. 

We have particularly enjoyed exploring 
Islamic stories and considering how the 

Five Pillars are reflected in them. As well as 
this, we have thought about the messages 
that we might be able to learn from them 

and take forward into our own lives, 
regardless of our different faiths. 



RHE
This half term in RHE we have been learning about similarities and differences 
between us as individuals. We have been discussing what makes us unique as 

well as our individual identities.

Children In Need. Our School council 
representatives helped to organise a 

fantastic day in school where we helped 
raise a significant amount of money to go 

towards supporting children less fortunate 
than ourselves.

We were lucky enough to be visited by local 
PC Victoria Brook whom shared some 
valuable information with the children 

regarding anti-social behaviour.



PE
In PE this half term, Year 5/6 have 
continued to focus on dance with Mrs 
Waind and rugby with Mr Sellers.

Some of the war dances the children have 
been learning were put into practise on our 
‘Fabulous Finish’ day to our topic. Children 
enjoyed dancing the jive, jitterbug and 
conga with their friends to a variety of 
wartime classic songs.

With Mr Sellers, we have continued to 
practise our rugby skills and have applied 
them to several mini games such as rugby 
tennis, rob the nest and bull tag. The 
children in both Year 5 and Year 6 have 
impressed during their mini games.



Art
In art this half term, we have been exploring landscape 

artwork. Our final pieces were these beautiful winter 
scenes of natural landscapes. We used watercolours to 
blend colours and add a variety of depth to our work.



Spanish
We put our learning about school subjects 
alongside our prior knowledge and wrote 
either a book or a letter to a penpal.

We finished the year by having 
some Christmas Elf fun - and 
learning prepositions of place 
at the same time!



Computing
Through our computing lessons, the Year 5/6 children have been developing their coding skills using the 
programme Rapid Router. Each week, the children had to create an algorithm to complete each of the 

problems, progressing through the increasing difficulty levels. Lots of perseverance, resilience and 
collaboration was on show throughout, with the children finding using a ‘trial and error’ approach to be 

really successful.



Music
In Music, we have been continuing to learn 

to play the recorder! We have recapped our 
knowledge of notation and introduced new 
notes to our recorder repertoire: C and D!

This has allowed us to play some lovely 
Christmas tunes including ‘Jingle Bells’ and 

‘Sing a Song of Winter’.

Lots of us even had the confidence to 
perform these pieces as part of our 

Christmas Carol Concert at St Oswald’s 
Church for friends and family to enjoy.

Jingle Bells - RECORDER Play Along/How to Play

DOWNLOAD for Offline Use  Online Learning at https://www.boomytunes.com

More RECORDER videos (including SOLFEGE) available at https://www.boomytunes.com
- Au Clare De La Lune
- Gently Sleep
- Hot Cross Buns
- Mary Had a Little Lamb
- Old MacDonald Had a Farm
- Ode to Joy

Also on YOUTUBE: 
B.A.G. Medley - RECORDER 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uK3SYQQj0N4

More videos COMING SOON! 
SUBSCRIBE to see more…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehkHX43XfAY


Home Learning Gallery
We rounded off our ‘Britain at War’ topic by learning 

about the events that led up to the surrender of 
Germany, such as D-Day. We also enjoyed our own VE 

Day party with dancing, music and lots of red, white 
and blue!

We also tried out a rationing recipe for carrot cake 
muffins - they were surprisingly delicious! 

Finally, we were hugely impressed with the effort and 
creativity that the children put into their first home 

learning gallery of the year!



Christmas Carol Concert
Year 5/6 performed a wonderful christmas 

carol concert to a packed St Oswald’s 
church on Wednesday 18th December 

2024. They put smiles on so many faces.
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